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Khan's treachery, he went to his zanana and there took
leave of his wives and asked their pardon for any offences
that he might inadvertently have committed. Then going
to the great room where he had for many years held royal
state, he seated himself on his throne and with unmoved
face awaited the coming of the Moghul leaders. As they
delayed, lie sent for and ate his evening meal. When
Ruhulla Khan, the first Moghul captain Lo enter the palace
arrived, he greeted him with exquisite1 urbanity. When
Azim Sliah ciimc he threw round his neck the rich pearl
necklace that he himself was wearing. Escorted to
Aurangzib's presence, so high was his bearing that he ex-
torted from the conqueror civility, if not humanit}'. Like
Sikandar Shah, Abu Hussein passed from a throuo to a
dungeon in Doulatabad. His treasures were valued at
nearly seven millions sterling in coin alone, flis jewels
probably amounted to another million1. Of this sum one
lakh only was diverted from the imperial treasury, Before
Abu Hussein was sent to Daulatabad, he spent an evening
listening to the imperial band. So pleased was he at the
skill of the bandsmen that he said with a sigh that had he
still been a king, he would have divided among them a
hundred thousand rupees. The words were repeated to
Aurangzib and he at once ordered the sum in question to
be paid to the fortunate mtisicians.f

The siege of Goloonda, lasting as it did for eight months,
caused to the imperialists vast losses both in men and
material. Nor was there any real corresponding gain.
The cost of the siege far exceeded the treasures found in
the fort The rich country round Golconda had been so
plundered that it was no longer cultivated and it paid to
Delhi very little of what it had formerly paid to tha
Kutbshahi kings. It is true that the prestige acquired by
the conquest both of Bijapur and Golconda was immense,
and the state maintained at this time by Aurangzib was
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